AIM aims to end Columbus Day clashes with aspen in Civic Center |

espite reiatwely calm Columbus
Day ceremonies this year, memo-
ries linger of the bitter 1992 skir-
mjish in Givic Center. The American Indi-
an Movement ambushed Denver’s Italian
Cpmmumty and its gala 500th anniversa-

r"Ap‘laﬂl;:llghAMWHt:redltedwitham
tory some wondered if the real winners
were the Halians who gave up their tradi-
tibgat parade in order not to offend other
parties. Italians, who came to Colorado
asmeofthepomutandhardestworkmg
of immigrant groups, once desperately
tion.

nfededreeogni
1As Ada Mangini Joy told me years ago,

“Papa and his friends figured that Chris-.

Columbus was one Italian whom
Aimericans would not throw rocks at
They were overjoyed in 1907 when Colo-

rido became. the first state to make Co-

Imbus Day a légal holiday!”

. :Italians, who have long since worked
Mwayhﬂoounmunitywealﬂnmﬂre-
, conceded to a smaller group
uowatrugg]mgbobnlsla-ltsmgemdfor-
tunes. This year AIM is holding out the ol-
- ive branch in the form of quaking aspen
. trees. The Denver-Boulder Chapter of ATM,
‘Dcug]asRemingtonut the Southern Ute
Resu'vahonmswthwm&:loratb,and

AIM co-director
Glenn Morris, of-
fered the trees to
the city last week
oncilial.ion and

Aspen trees, the
Indians explained,
are native and re-
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continnous resi-
dmt.s, bel.ieve that “tile shimméring of the
mpmleavesrepresent.sthepaasmgbyof
ancestors.

-~ Zlenn. Mon'is, who wears a pony tail =

andan!ndianjacket,uaShwneelndnn,
a graduate of Harvard Law School, and a
-respected and ] r meémber of the fac-
ulty at CU-Denver. Professor Morris
almstoeducltenotoni}!stndmts.butthe
eommumty His efforts are not on just on
behalf of Native Americans, but indige-

nous peoples worldwide, For the past sev- :
‘en years, Motris has been a delegate to
the United Nations Center for Human

ights in Geneva. His articles and_lec-
res here and abroad address the

lems of indigenous peoples from Hawaii -

Pl

“in & spirit of rec- .

to Nicaragua, from Brazil to Africa.
Concerning the Civic Center truce
trees, Morris allowed that ATM’s opposi-
tion to Columbus Day led to debate that
“became quite contentions and divisive.
We believe that this year can mark the
advent of new, more ul, and more
harmonious relations between all peoples
and cultures. We would like to participate
in that constructive process by donating

aspen trees té be planted in Denver’s Civ-
) ". ic Center Park.” - '
Colorado’s oldest

Ie Civie Center last year, AIM and two
local non-Indian artists erected blackened
tipi poles — eerie reminders of bhurned
villages such as that of Sand Creek jn

- soutbeastern Colorado. This year AIM's

aspen irees are planned “as a living me-
morial to our ancestors, and as a living
representation of our commitment to the
next generations.”

AIM first wanted seven trees aronnd
Civic Center’s bercic statue of a mounted
warrior. That bronze brave on a granite
pedestal has become a focal point for
AIM political and social events and sa-
cred ceremonies. Morris said if “repre-
sents & balanoeorevmacwntupo-ttn
the nearby statue of the.

Both “On the War Trail” and*‘lnmdn
Butgr are the works of 2 one-time Den-
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verite, sculptor Alexander Phimister
Proctor, Iromcaliy, both statues stem

from the £00th anniversary celebration of -

Columbus, In his autobiography, “Sculp-
tor in Buckskin,” Procter explained:

“Mayor Speer told me that be wanted me

to do iwo statues to replace my ‘Equestri-
an Indian' and 'Bronehwg Buster' that had
once decorated Denver's Civic Center.
They' were the two statues 1 had done in

for the Columbian Exposition in
Chicago in 1893, but aver the years they
had disintegrated. Losing no time, Speer
called J. K. Mullen and nght,
two local mill ownets. Mullen said that he

would donate the cowboy and Knight

agreed to donate the Indian.”
Proctorﬁmalnd“OnTheWar Trail” in

1920, two years after the installation of

“Broncho Buster.” These t{wo statiies
were the first pieces of what was to be a
Civic Center scnlpture gardéen Clvic Cen-
ter, recently restored-to its original glory
with renovated landmarks’and new flow-
er beds, is a degignated . city historic dis-
trict protected by the Denver Landmark
Preservation Comnission.

AIM’s goals did not fit into the Civie
Center master plan carefully worked ount
by the Denver Parks and {Recreation De-
partment and the Landmark Commission.

me ,ﬁ&ﬁv"

S0 Morris met with planner Paul Foster
of Parks and Recreation and landscape
architect Phil Flores, chairman of the
Landmark Comipission. AIM agreed thatr
Civic Center must be kept a balanced,
formal design, pot a graveyard filled witlg,
randomly placed memorials. -

After coming to appreclate the sy'm
metricat grace of Civic Center, AIM da-
cided to donate fourteen rather than sew;:

en aspen frees. In a careful compromise,
AIM, the Parks Depariment and the
Landmark Commission agreed to plant.
the aspen amid the existing evergreens. -

“I also learned,” Morris sajd with a,.

. arnile, “that in architectural and planning
: circles, theaspentreekviewedinalown

lyught_lusdmtlmd,mmng and,
laehhard:memmuummmdq-
of @ur responsibility to nurture, to main-

’ tam.amjtdrevuetheaspenatdeaﬂlhy

using it in our ceremonies.” )
Askedaboutaplaqne,llorﬁsreplled’_'
“Our feeling is that the treea speak f
themselves and do not need a-marker. ;r
come from an oral {radition. Now
haps you can be part of that tradition ang
helppasmthestotyofﬂxeaspenm"
Hmh\‘rc-\llodull n-nyw-#
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