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+ About 50 people gathered at the
state Capitol ‘yesterday to hail in-
‘digenous people and honor Rigo-
herta Menchu, the Gunatemalan

woman who yesterday accepted .

the 1992 Nobel PeaeePrize in Nor-
way.

Severa.lmthecmwdworebrmd- :

ed hair and colorful mative
weaves, indicating their identifica-
‘tion with Menchu and her primary
cause, the rights of indigenous peo-

ple.u. :

Rocky B.odnguez of The Nation-

al Chicano Human Rights Council

the rally with a prayer, say-
ing that was the way most indige-
novis groups begin their ceremo-
nies. ’

‘“We ask the world that it will
listen to what it .is we are hoping
for — sovereignty for our people,”
she sald.

“We are here to bonor our cum

, Rigoberta Menchu ”
said to load applause.

Menchu’s achievement was es-
pecially for Dora Medi-
na, who moved to Colorado from
Guatemala 11 years ago. -

m‘omm‘l'lsTmhdhnboys,Hok play during

sil Luta, 3, at left, and Robert Longpumpkin,-4,

“This is a very special day for
the people of Guatemala,” said
Medina, who heads the Guatema-
lan Culture and Policy Project in
Deanver.

“The only tlnng we know is how
we are not free in our country, We
are not free to express our feel-

ings. . wearennttreetotnpefdr
abetterfnturetoronrchﬂdlm

A reprwentative from Mayor -
. Wellington Webb's office declared

yesterday International Human
Rights Day and Rigobertx Mencha
Day in Denver.

Representatw- of the Ameri-

ThuD-windJ&_n E.Howsll -

lhogaﬂuﬂn ﬂnCathonod
NobalPamPrin\llnnogr#lgobem "

can Indian Movement, Asiana in

"Action and other local groups were
also among those who praised
- Menchu and spoke about the rights

of indigenous peoples.
Menchu, 33, won' the 3973 000

: priaeforhetworktobmgpeace

and reconciliation to Guatemala.

Nobel prize glven

to Indlan actmst __

By The Associated Press

OsSLO, Norway—Indunrights.

activist Rigoberta Menchu accept-
ed the Nobel Peace Prize yester-
day, calling it a tribute to ex-
ploited people .in her native
Guatemala and around the world.

“Today we must fight for a bet-
ter world, without poverty, with-
out racism, with peace,” said Men-
chu, clad in colorful, striped
clothes traditionally woin by Gua
' ternalan Indians.

The 33-year-old lalu'e;tte won

the $973,000 prize for her eftorts !
reconcihatton i

to bring peace and
to Guatemala.

Some 120,000 peoph-, ineluding

Menchu’s parents and brother,
bave died in the Central American

alive, a glow of
” well',l m
The chome
1992 "peace pr
" controversial
accused of haﬁng ties to &rme(
rebel groups in Guatemala,
She claims fhat anyone whe
for bman rights in be:

mﬂb’aﬁw

TR

Menchu a “thw

Menchu says she wlll use the
* prize money to set up a humar
.nghtl monlto, '] foundaﬁun ir

country's three decades of civil

war.

The award coincided with the
500th amniversaty of Columbus’
arrival in America. For Menchu

-and others, 1492 marks the begin-

nmgo!mtuneaoivﬁolentreprm-
sion.
"Iomﬁderthispnzemtasan

award to me personally, but ratber ~
.as one of the greatest conquests in

the struggle for peace, for hyman
rights and for the rights of the in-
d:gnompeoplewho,alongallthe
500 years, have been .,

tims of genocides, repressipnand
discrimination,” she sajd. -

“Let there be freedom for In- ‘

dlans becausewlnlelheya:e



